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CALL FOR EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST 

 

ASSIGNMENT  

Research Consultancy to: 

Produce an Issues paper on the situation of young people in South 

Africa and considerations for short and long term strategic 

intervention 

 

Opportunity Closing Date:   10 February, 2017 (close of business)  

Opportunity Type:    Short Term Consultancy (8 weeks) 

 

ABOUT OXFAM SOUTH AFRICA 

Oxfam South Africa’s purpose is to work with others to overcome poverty and 

injustice. We work at multiple levels of society to end poverty and inequality. Oxfam 

SA is an Affiliate member of Oxfam International, a global confederation of 20 

Affiliates working together in more than 90 countries across all regions of the world 

for a just world without poverty. We have an ambitious organizational strategy that 

among other things, sees young people as primary agents in creating a just future 

for all. 

 
BACKGROUND 
 

South African society post the 1994 democratic transition is characterized by many 
challenges, some progress and many missed opportunities. The country’s 
Constitution, regarded as among the most progressive in the world, makes many 
promises of the kind of life every South African can expect.  
 
Per the National Development Plan (NDP) 2030, “South Africa has arrived at the 

“sweet spot” of demographic transition. The population has a proportionately high 
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number of working-age people and a proportionately low number of young and old. 

This means that the dependency ratio…is at a level where there are enough people 

of working age to support the non-working population. The caveat in South Africa's 

case is that unemployment and HIV/AIDS have produced many more dependents 

than would normally be the case. Although statistically South Africa is in a position 

to cash-in on a demographic dividend, the challenges of joblessness and HIV/AIDS 

are a burden on those who are working. South Africans between the ages of 15 and 

29 will make up more than a quarter of the total population until 2030”.  

It is this mixed landscape of fortunes and perils that shapes a complex reality for 

categories of the country’s young, majority of whom are black. 

What kind of future is being created today for these more than 18 million South 

Africans the NDP refers to?  

Oxfam South Africa is looking for a seasoned researcher to produce a substantive 

issues paper on the situation of young people in South Africa today. The researcher 

will be responsible for collating and analysing statistical, policy, economic and 

relevant qualitative data and producing the overall paper with key considerations/ 

recommendations for building a long term, youth focussed Strategy for the 

organisation.     
 

SOME KEY RESEARCH QUESTIONS 

 The socio-economic and political context of South Africa today and how 

young people are positioned in it 

 Defining South African youth   

 What are the socio-economic challenges facing young people in South 

Africa today? 

 Youth as agents - what are the key areas where young people are 

organising and where?  

 A review of youth focussed policy in the last 22 years 

 What are the outcomes of State interventions aimed at addressing socio-

economic challenges facing young people in South Africa over the last 22 

years? 

 What are key considerations for short to long-term intervention towards a 

just future without poverty and inequality for young people in South Africa 

 

The report will employ a feminist analytical framework, paying special attention to 

the gendered nature of the dynamics and questions it explores.   
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KEY CRITERIA FOR RESEARCHER 

 Strong research experience, preferably in both qualitative and 

quantitative research methodologies  

 A firm understanding of South Africa’s socio-economic and political 

landscape 

 Strong knowledge of youth issues in the country 

 Experience with and demonstrable capacity to undertake a feminist 

approach and analysis  

 Strong ability to analyse policy documents and statistical data 

 A proven track record of research report writing  

 Ability to write and communicate in more than one official South African 

language is also an advantage.  

 

REPORT OUTLINE 

The Consultant will produce a substantive report of maximum 45 pages, outlining 

the issues addressed above as well as clear findings and recommendations.  

 

HOW TO APPLY: 

Please submit an expression of interest letter not more than 6 pages, outlining your 

experience in and knowledge of the subject, the methodological approaches you 

would take, timeline and a projected budget to ozahr@oxfam.org.za  

Your application must be accompanied by a full CV with references, as well as a 

substantive research report sample preferably not older than 2 years.  

For more about Oxfam South Africa, refer to our website: www.oxfam.org.za  
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