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CALL FOR EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST  

 

ASSIGNMENT  

Developing instruments for collecting and analysing Gender Disaggregated 

Economic Data – Scanning existing knowledge and conceptualising 

alternatives   

 
 

Opportunity Closing Date:   06 April, 2017 (close of business)  

Opportunity Type:  Short Term Consultancy – 5 Weeks 

 

ABOUT OXFAM SOUTH AFRICA 

Oxfam South Africa works at multiple levels of society, collaborating to challenge and 
change systems that perpetuate poverty and inequality, promoting equal access, 
participation and voice. 
 

PROJECT PURPOSE 

Oxfam South Africa (OZA) is looking for a feminist economist or statistician to work with 
OZA on the development of instruments for the collection and analysis of gender 
disaggregated economic data. 
 

PROBLEM STATEMENT 

The South African government is legally obligated to promote gender equality and to 
evidence based decision making. Statistics South Africa (StatsSA) is the statutory agency 
charged with the responsibility to collect the necessary statistics and information upon 
which government decisions are made. It does so through conducting a national census 
at roughly 5 year intervals, which it supplements regularly with community surveys, 
household surveys, labour market studies and other studies and surveys. Other 
institutions, both public and private, also conduct surveys into specific areas of South 
African society. 

The legal obligation of the South African government to promote gender equality includes 
the obligation to ensure economic equality for women. Last year the presidency released 
a report on ‘The status of women in the South African economy’ which presented clear 
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evidence that patriarchy and sexism puts women at a continued disadvantage. However, 
the exact dimensions and dynamics of this disadvantage is not clear. 

The reason for this lack of clarity resides in the fact that most surveys of income and assets 

collect data at a household level. Women’s access to and control over resources are 

therefore not clarified because internal household dynamics, which is known to be deeply 

gendered and often patriarchal, are left out of the picture.  

The problem is that neither government nor any other agency can make evidence based 
decisions to promote gender equality in the economy as the evidence is simply not 
collected. A need arises to challenge the way data collection is structured in order to 
account for gendered household dynamics.  

 

PROJECT ACTIVITIES 

1. Undertake a national and international scan to identify best practice on securing 
and using gender-disaggregated data for work in women’s rights and economic 
justice. 

2. Analyse data collection instruments used by Stats SA in at least the national census 
and the community survey from a gender perspective.  

3. Conceptualise how data collection instruments might look like if they are designed 
to account for gender dynamics.  

4. Write a paper presenting the findings of the above mentioned three activities.  

 

CRITERIA FOR CONSULTANT 
 

 A demonstrated interest women’s rights and gender justice 

 Proven ability to analyse statistical and economic data 

 A track record of writing 

 

HOW TO APPLY 

Submit a letter of application (CV and Cover Letter) and a brief Project Proposal including 

a Budget up to R100 000.00 to ozahr@oxfam.org.za clearly indicating which call you are 

responding to. 

Important note 

This project forms part of a larger project that will use the findings of this study for 
educational and lobbying purposes. Applications should consider applying for the 
educational and lobbying parts as well as it might be of benefit to the broader project if it 
is led by the same consultant.    

 

For more about Oxfam South Africa, refer to our website: www.oxfam.org.za  

 

http://www.oxfam.org.za/

