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CALL FOR EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST  

 

ASSIGNMENT 

CALL FOR RESEARCH CONSULTANT(S) – ALTERNATIVE RURAL 
LIVELIHOODS IN SOUTH AFRICA  

Oxfam South Africa is looking for a Research Consultant to conduct research 

into alternative livelihoods of communities in rural areas. The research will 

involve fieldwork in Kwazulu-Natal, Limpopo and Western Cape Provinces.   
 

Opportunity Closing Date:   21 July 2017  

Opportunity Type:  8 Weeks  

 

ABOUT OXFAM SOUTH AFRICA 

Oxfam South Africa works at multiple levels of society, collaborating to challenge and 
change systems that perpetuate poverty and inequality, promoting equal access, 
participation and voice. 

 

Our programme focuses primarily in the following key areas: 

1. Deepening Democracy  
2. Economic Justice (With a focus on food systems, work, natural resources, 

fiscal justice) 
3. Women’s Rights and Gender Justice (Women’s economic Justice, Gender 

Based violence, Transformative leadership for gender justice) 
4. Global Influencing  
5. Saving Lives and Resilience 

 
BACKGROUND 
 
About 35% of South Africans live in rural areas. These rural citizens (especially women) 
are denied full participation in democracy by a traditional and colonial legacy in rural 
governance, while also being excluded from land, the formal economy & the proceeds of 
agriculture & mineral resources, in particular on the basis of gender in the case of women. 



2 
 

Having been shut out of neoliberal forms of agriculture & resource extraction, they take 
charge of their situation through active political protest but also, importantly, through 
developing alternative rural livelihoods.   

Oxfam South Africa is looking for a researcher (s) to conduct research on alternative rural 
livelihoods of communities in rural areas in South Africa. By building a better 
understanding of such livelihood strategies and bringing it to strategically important 
audiences, the research will assist in building support for resistance and well as working 
towards state policies supportive of the livelihood strategies preferred by rural people. 

The research is meant to be a clear, non-technical demonstration of how alternative 
livelihoods work and succeed, giving concrete examples, and the conditions (economic, 
policy, political etc.) that must be there for these alternatives to succeed. The research 
should also give a focus on women’s leadership role in past and future struggle for, and 
development of, alternative rural livelihoods. 

 

GUIDING RESEARCH QUESTIONS 

 What is the political economy of rural transformation in South Africa? 

 Defining alternative rural livelihoods: what does it mean? What are the key 
debates?  

 Mapping and analysis of the existing livelihoods systems, particularly in the rural 
areas emphasizing women led initiatives 

 Rural citizens as agents- Where are key areas where rural citizens are organising 
and expressing their voices? What issues have they organised around? 

 What are key considerations for short to long-term intervention towards a just future 
without poverty and inequality for rural people in South Africa? 

 
 
SUGGESTED REPORT OUTLINE 
 

1. Why this research? 
2. What do we understand by alternative livelihood strategies? (literature review) 
3. Case study 1-Melmoth, KZN 
4. Case study 2-Lutzville, Western Cape 
5. Case Study 3 -Vhembe, Limpopo 
6. Policy recommendations 
7. Lessons for activist 

PROPOSAL WRITER JOB DUTIES 

 Determines proposal concept by identifying and clarifying opportunities and needs; 
studying requests for proposal (RFPs). 

 Meets proposal deadline by establishing priorities and target dates for information 
gathering, writing, review, and approval; entering and monitoring tracking data; 
coordinating requirements with contributors; contributing proposal status 
information to review meetings; transmitting proposals. 
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 Gathers proposal information by identifying sources of information; coordinating 
submissions and collections; identifying and communicating risks associated with 
proposals. 

 Develops proposal by assembling information including project nature, 
objectives/outcomes/deliverables, implementation, methods, timetable, staffing, 
budget, standards of performance, and evaluation; writing, revising, and editing 
drafts including executive summaries, conclusions, and organization credentials. 

 Prepares presentation by evaluating text, graphics, coordinating printing. 

 Maintains quality results by using templates; following proposal-writing standards 
including readability, consistency, and tone; maintaining proposal support 
databases. 

 Obtains approvals by reviewing proposal with key providers and project managers. 

 Improves proposal-writing results by evaluating and re-designing processes, 
approach, coordination, and boilerplate; implementing changes. 

CRITERIA 

 Candidate(s) should demonstrate research experience for non-profit programme 
development or policy change campaigns.  

 Candidate (s) must have a proven interest and research capacity in rural work, in 
South Africa.  

 Candidate(s) must demonstrate a knowledge and understanding of the socio-
economic conditions that affect the communities in rural areas of South Africa.  

 Experience and understanding of public policy, rural development and legislative 
environment  

 Ability to write and communicate in more than one official South African language 
is also an advantage. 

 NGOs and consortiums with action research capacity are also welcome to apply.  

 

HOW TO APPLY 

Please submit an expression of interest letter/proposal not more than 6 pages, outlining 

your experience in and knowledge of the subject, the methodological approaches you 

would take, timeline including a budget of up to R350 000.00 to ozahr@oxfam.org.za  

Your application must be accompanied by a full CV with 3 references, as well as a 

substantive research report sample preferably not older than 2 years.  

To receive the detailed Terms of Reference for this call, please email 

Bandile.Ngidi@oxfam.org.za. This e-mail must be used for enquiries and requesting 

detailed Terms of Reference. Applications sent to this e-mail address will not be 

considered..   

Correspondence will be entered with shortlisted candidates. Should you not receive 

feedback within 2 weeks after the closing date, kindly consider your application as 

unsuccessful. 

For more about Oxfam South Africa, refer to our website: www.oxfam.org.za  
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